CALL FOR PAPERS

International Workshop 

Shadow Economy, Tax Policy and Labor Markets in International Comparison: Options for Economic Policy

at 
University of Potsdam
jointly organized by

University of Potsdam, Chair of Public Finance, 
DIW Berlin, International Economics Department

University of Linz, Institute of Economic Policy and Public Finance 

and financed by the Böckler Foundation Düsseldorf

April 15-16, 2010
University of Potsdam (Prof. Dr. Hans-Georg Petersen, http://lsfiwi.wiso.uni-potsdam.de), University of Linz (Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. Friedrich Schneider, www.econ.jku.at/schneider), and DIW Berlin (PD Dr. Ulrich Thießen, www.diw.de, http://www.diw.de/mitarbeiter/thießen), organize an international workshop on advancements in the analysis of the shadow economy. The workshop will be held at the University of Potsdam in Potsdam-Griebnitzsee near Berlin.

The aim of the workshop is to bring together academic researchers, policy-makers, representatives of interest groups and the press to promote and exchange ideas in the field of shadow economy analysis and the policy conclusions drawn, possibly involving the EU level.  We intend to publish a conference volume.
Shadow economy analysis attracted increasing attention especially in European countries in recent years mainly due to pressure on public finances resulting from globalization and modest economic growth with relatively high unemployment in some countries. 
To demonstrate advances in both theoretical and empirical analysis of shadow economic activity and discuss how they can be used for better economic policies is our goal. Hence, contributions should apply theoretical and/or modern time series or paneleconometric techniques and use them to discuss policy implications. 
Examples of the many questions addressed could be: How do supply side oriented measures work as opposed to measures related to controls and fines? Can the introduction of more elements of direct democracy help? Which reforms of the regulatory framework would be suggested? Is the shadow economy a peccadillo that is accepted by most people? Is the behavior of the shadow economy pro- or anti-cyclical?
An article with JEL classification should be submitted to Ulrich Thiessen (uthiessen@diw.de) in doc or pdf format. The deadline for submission is February 12, 2010. Authors of accepted contributions will be notified by February 20, 2010.

Young economists are encouraged to present their work to an experienced audience. Participants have to register to the conference. A non-refundable conference fee of 50 Euro has to be paid until March 1, 2010. The fee includes materials, coffee, drinks and the conference dinner on April 15th.
