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Abstract: 

Disconnectedness among youth can have several dimensions. From a socio-economic viewpoint, 

failure in school, unemployment and the lack of an intimate relationship are among the most 

important ones. In our samples from SOEP youth questionnaires, approximately 13% of young 

people in Germany between the ages of 17 and 19 are disconnected. The percentage of 

disconnected youths has been on the rise since 2001. There is evidence that an adverse family 

background is the most important variable for being disconnected in young adulthood. 

Macroeconomic factors also contribute to disconnectedness. Recessions are followed by increases 

in the number of disconnected youth. 
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