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Motivation

Sample

•

 

Third wave of a pretest for an 
“Innovative Sample”

 

of SOEP
•

 

Representative for the 
population in Germany

•

 

~250 participants who gave 
written informed consent and 
genetic material via saliva 
samples (second pretest 
running with another ~250 
subjects)
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Available

 

survey

 

data

 

on 
participants

 

(examples)
•

 

Personal traits  (e.g., Big Five)
•

 

Socio-economic characteristics
•

 

Repeated questions on risk and 
trust preferences

•

 

Repeated experiment on time 
and risk preference

high reliability by repeated 
measurement; control for life-
events

Methods

 

and Survey

 

Results

The German Socio-Economic Panel Study is a service unit of the  
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Problems with most studies of  
molecular genetics on behavior

•

 

No or very little information about 
the social, economic, and 
autobiographical backgrounds of 
the subjects

•

 

Only cross-sectional data, in 
some cases with low reliability

 

(which is often not even known)
•

 

Often extremely homogenous 
“student samples”

Dopamine

 

2 receptor

 

influences

 

risk

 

preference

Combining Panel Data with Genetics

 

The advantages of longitudinal data to discern nature-nurture influences on behavior
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only

 

subjects

 

with

 

stable

 

risk

 

preferences

p < 0.05 (n=128)
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