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Motivation & Background \

« In the economics of skill formation, early childhood is playing a growing role (e.g., Carneiro/Heckman 2003, Cunha/Heckman 2007 etc.).

» The relation between objective factors (like parental education and employment) and early child outcomes has been analyzed repeatedly; subjective
factors — like mothers’ subjective well-being — have not yet been accounted for.

« In the discipline of developmental psychology, attachment theory claims that the quality of attachment between the child and his/her main caregiver
is decisive for its development. The quality of attachment depends on the caregiver’s sensitivity and responsiveness; This, in turn, is closely related
to the caregiver’s psychological well-being (Belsky 1997).

» Several empirical studies in developmental psychology have found a negative impact of maternal depression (specific form of well-being) on child
outcomes (e.g., Stein et al 2008).

+ Our focus: the relationship between the general life satisfaction of mothers and child outcomes. The focus is on mothers because they are the main
caregivers.

Data & Methods
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| Results & First Conclusions

(1) Adaptive behavior of 2-3 year old children (os, v First Conclusions

Verbal Act‘iviti‘els of Mqtor Sof:ial Aggrggated N . ) . )

skills daily living  skills  skills skills Mothers’ life satisfaction and child outcomes are
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(2) Socio-emotional behavior of 5-6 year old children (oLs, ordered probit, probit, Iv) > However, a causal effect is still unclear, even
though reverse causality has been excluded.
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Note: Each coefficient/marginal effect from a separate estimation, models include all control variables (see above).
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