
Data Use and Publications

The German research infrastructure for statistical 
data is not only in high demand, but has led to an 
impressive number of publications. Given the 
structure of the scientific community in Germany 
and the US, it is no surprise that from 2004 to 
2008, more articles were published in refereed 
journals based on the PSID than on SOEP or FDZ 
data. 

The figure changed in 2008: evidence that the 
German studies are becoming more and more 
attractive to researchers abroad in addition to 
German researchers. 

At the same time, the ESS can be expected to 
catch up soon.

Some SOEP-based publications in journals with high 
impact factors:

• Brown, Sarah and Karl Taylor. 2008. "Household debt and financial assets: 
evidence from Germany, Great Britain and the USA." Journal of the Royal 
Statistical Society Series A - Statistics in Society, 171:3, pp. 615 - 43.

• Casey, Teresa and Christian Dustmann. 2008. "Intergenerational 
Transmission of Language Capital and Economic Outcomes." Journal of 
Human Resources, 43:3, 
pp. 660-87.

• Cooke, Lynn Prince. 2007. "Persistent Policy Effects on the Division of 
Domestic Tasks in Reunified Germany." Journal of Marriage and Family, 
69:4, pp. 930-50.

• Nuscheler, Robert and Thomas Knaus. 2005. "Risk Selection in the German 
Public Health Insurance System." Health Economics, 14:12, pp. 1253-71.

• Pollack, C.E., O. von dem Knesebeck, and J. Siegrist. 2004. "Housing and 
health in Germany." Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health, 58:3, 
pp. 216-22.

• Schils, Trudie. 2008. "Early Retirement in Germany, the Netherlands, and 
the United Kingdom: A Longitudinal Analysis of Individual Factors and 
Institutional Regimes." European Sociological Review, 24:3, pp. 315-29.

Publications

The German Socio-Economic Panel Study is a service unit of the  

Here we display some comparative indicators on the use of 
various data sets and publications based on these data. In all 
figures, indicators for the SOEP are compared to indicators for 
the Research Data Centers (FDZs) that have been established

Sources: EvaConsult Report “DatenNutzen“ 2009 (SOEP and RatSWD); Codebook Vol. A, App. 5.2. (February 2009) (BHPS); Online PSID, CDS & TA bibliography (access date: 4/5/2009) (PSID); 
HILDA online bibliography (access date: 4/7/2009) (HILDA); SHP-Network Publication List (February 2009) (SHP); ESS online bibliography (access date: 4/7/2009) (ESS); ALLBUS-Bibliographie- 
22.Aufl. (April 2008) (ALLBUS)

Source: EvaConsult Report “DatenNutzen” 2009 Source: EvaConsult Report “DatenNutzen” 2009

Data Use

in Germany’s Statistical Agencies, the Pension Association 
and the Institute for Employment Research (IAB). In the two 
figures at the bottom, we also give indicators for other major 
surveys (ALLBUS, BHPS, ESS, HILDA, PSID, and SHP).

Although the availability of other microdata sets has increased 
dramatically in Germany since 2004 (due to the establishment of 
FDZs), the demand for SOEP data has not declined. And SOEP 
still has many users abroad.

Due to the efforts of the German Council for Social and 
Economic Data (RatSWD), the demand for microdata is 
increasing in Germany. And the effective demand for SOEP 
is higher than ever. More than 500 projects are currently 
underway. 
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