e/~

konomische Panel

Documentation and Information
Systems for Large Scale Databanks:
German Socio-Economic Panel

John P. Haisken-DeNew
(DIW-Berlin & IZA-Bonn)

October 2000

DIW Berlin



e/~

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

SOEP Homepage
SOEPINFO

= Information System: Frequencies, Questionnaires
= Getting Started Quickly

Desktop Comapnion (DTC)

= In-depth Description in English

= Basic, Extensions, Retrievals, Weighting
= Updated Every Year

SOEPLIT

= Database of articles, books, papers written using GSOEP
= Easy Search Interface
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

The Near Future

Decentralized Data-Warehousing with Interface
= EU-Project Nesstar - Attp.//www.nesstar.org
= Harvard Virtual Data Center - Attp.//thedata.org

Our Own Remote Computing
= LIS-Style Remote Batch Processing

DIW Berlin




1

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

http://www.diw.de/gsoep

SOEP - German Socio-Economic Panel - Hetscape

GSO0ERP

ThelGerman Socio-Economic Panel

“online
Information

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

SOEPINFO
SOEPLIT
DTC

Newsletters

Links SOEPINFO | FTF The GSOEP is a wide-ranging representatiy longitudinal study
’W of private househalds. It provides infarmation an all howsehald

members, consisting of Germans living in the Old and MNew
German States, Foreigners, and recent Immigrants to
Germany. The Panel was started in 1984 In 19598, there were
more than 6,600 households, and mare than 12,700 persons
P FAC (HELPY sampled.

A Representative Longitudinal Study of Private

LHDIER PO Households in the Entire Federal Republic of Germany

SOEFPLIT

P QUESTIONNAIRES Some of the many tapics include household composition,

occupational hiographies, employment, earmings, health and
PDTC satisfaction indicataors.

» TDA /Rioo The data are available to researchers in Germany and abroad
in P33, SAS, TDA, STATA, and ASCI format for immediate
use. Extensive documentation in English and German is
available online.

» WEE LI

= [=P=|
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}{% Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

IS [=] B3

» ENGLIZH

| » DEUTSCH
'» START «

SOEPinfo-WWW iz an interactive system with extensive search capabilities that prowvides wou wath
detailed information on the variables in the SOEP dataset. By interactively creating lists of vanables i

=OEPinto, the user can then output frecuencies information, ttem cotrespondence, and even generated
sPEE, A5, TDA (6. 1) and Stata (4.0) cormand files.

SOEPinfo should be your first step in starting any new SOEP project !

As "frames" and JavaScript 1.1 are used, SOEPinfo-WWW requires Netscape (3.01) or higher.

© 1998 SOEP ( )
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

2a. Questionnaires

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetscape

Orlglnal TeXt File Edit Yiew Go Communicator Help

of Questions
Asked
Person Freguencies Select all
H ouse h (@) I d | Year | Wave | Questionnaire —
West 11984-1997 Al [Biography
11957 14 /17 Household (ALLY | Person (ALL) | Person (Tmmigrant Life Events)
East 11996 13 # M [Household (ALL) | Person (ALL) | Person (Tmmigrant Life Events)
11995 112/ 1 Houschold (ALL) | Person (ALL) | Person (Tmmigrant Life Events)
. Household | Household (Trarmzgrant)
CI |Cka ble 1994 17K Person (ATL) | Person (Life Events) | Person (Trnrmggrant Tife Events)
i Household EAST | Person EAST (IMEW | Person EAST (OLD)
Varlables 1953 1073 Household WEET | Person WEST (NEW) | Person WEST (OLD) b
1992 91 Household EAST | Person EAST (NEW] | Persen EAST (OLD)
Heousehold WEST | Person WEST (NEW) | Person WEST (OLD)
1991 2 iH Household EAST | Person EAST (NEW | Person EAST (OLDY
Household WEST | Person WEST (WNEW) | Person WEST (OLD)
1990 ? 'Ir G H????E?}f Eﬁ?ﬂ! II)E'II:.S.(?I_I_FT&:?':E‘/-\T Ta% | T e SRTIRIT | Tie e oo ST T
Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics YWord Search Basics & Options Help

[ == |Ciocument; Done =S e I L, i
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2b. Direct Search

SearCh by #¥ Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Metscape

- File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help
Variable
Name or
File Name

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

Frequencies subrmit =elect all Delete

Pattern —

Matching

Wartable(s): | mearch Mode: IEIEGIN j
Drata Files(s): | search Mode: IEIEGIN | :
Sort Search Cutput by IVARNAME vI :
SEARCH |  Clear Selection |

|Ciocument; Done

DIW Berlin
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

2c. List of Topics

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

ariables
Categorized
by Topics

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

Varlable Freguencies Submit | Select all Delete
Names Listed 0 Topics E
Over TI me 1 Demography, Population and Biography Wariables)
2 Job Market and Ocoupation Wanables)
3 Tncome, Taxes, and Social Secunty Wanables)
- 4 Housing Wanables)
| 5 Heath (Variables)
& Productivity of Private Households (Wariables)
7 Education and Oualfication Wanables)
2 Basic Onentation, Participation, and Integration (W artables)
9 Gross Information £ Method Wanables)
1 Demography, Population and Biography (up)
=

Cluestionnaires Direct Search ?Tnpics | word Search Basics & Options Help

DIW Berlin

| Document: Done




2d. Word Search

ype in
Keywords in
Free Text

Search over
Item Label

Product Item
Lists

Ve~

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

oeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Netscape

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

Freguencies Submit =elect all Delete

Free-Text Keyword Search:

FPlease enter a word or several words (separated by blanks)
to be used m searching the ttem-correspondence Lst.

8g. . pay income wage salary

search Wordi(s): |

D_kl Clear |

(C) SORP 1998

|Diocument; Done

DIW Berlin




2e. Options

“sample
Information
Over Time

Define and
Save Options

1

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

+'F- Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape
File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

SOEPinfo
Basic Information & Options

!Basic Infos

' s Sample size overview:
1. Individuals

2. Households

* A Primer on the German Institutional Bacleeround for GSOEFE TTsers
o TDAFZOD renamed vanables

{Others

o SORPipio-Startpace
s Ophons:  (language, ttem Correspondence direction, commandfile data paths, ..}

| Document: Done

DIW Berlin
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

3Ja. Items in Basket

oeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Netscape
Get

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

Variables in
to Basket

CIICk on Freguencies Submit Select all Delete
In d|V|d u al | 2.10.1 Monthly Gross Income —
Variables Gross Income Last Month
1
1 METL
CIICk On 1954 1955 1956 1987 1955 1959 1220 1r. 12990 E.
H i AP3301 EF4301 CP5201 DF4401 EP4401 FFP4501 GP4301 ZP4101
Item List
1991 11, 1991 E. 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
HF 5401 - Irs401 JP5401 ErPe401 LFS301 MF4701 NF5401
View other | =

Related Items | Net Income Last Month

META
4]
Questionnaires Direct Search Topics Word Search
@|=‘|IP=| |Diocument; Done

DIW Berlin
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

3Ja. Items in Basket

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetscape
Get File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help
Va rlables In ....................... :
AP3F301, AP, 1984, Gross income last maonth
to Basket BP4301, BP, 1985, Gross income last manth
CP5201, CP, 1985, Gross income last maonth
DP4401, OF, 19587, Gross income last maonth
CIICk on Frequencies Select all
Ind |V|d u aI ; 2.10.1 Monthly Gross Income |
i Gross Income Last Month
Variables .
[ META
CIICk On ' 1954 1985 1986 1987 1983 1989 1990 1. 19390 E.
o r ALP3301 EFP4301 CPEZ01 DP4401 EP4401 FP4501 GP4301 ZP4101
Item List
1991 1. 1991 E. 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
HPS5401 - IPS401 JPE401 EPc401 LP5301 MP4701 NP5401
View other |  ———————

Related Items | MNet Income Last Month

META

4]

YWord Search

Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics Basics & Options

i == | |Diocument; Done S B A2 ) 7 v
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3b. Actions Using the Basket

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

USing File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help
Selected
Variables

Frequencies _
Item L|Sts 2.10.1 Mont]ltem Cnreapnndence

lterm Carr. & Freg.

QueSthnnall‘e | Gross InconQuestionaires

Cutpot of Yar List

Cmd FI|€S METL SPES Syntax File
- =45 Program File
Basket TDAG.1 Cormmand File
| 1954 stata 4.0 Do File 957 1988 1983 1990 W. 1990 E.
E AP3301 save Basket P4401 EP4401 FP4501 GP4301 ZP4101
i Load Basket F
1991 W. 1991 E. 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 i
HP5401 - IP5401 JP5401 KP 6401 LP5301 MP4701  NP5401 J

Net Income Last Month

METL
- -
1| | Ir

YWord Search

Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics

&

DIW Berlin

l@ == | Dacument; Dione
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

3c. Get Original Questions

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

Using
Variables in
Basket

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

Go Back to Questionaires Delete
Original Questionnaire: Person New (west) 84 =
Questions | 4P3301

- Ouestionnaire: Person New (west) 85
Generated Bpa301

- Ouestionnaire: Person Old (west) 85

Listed .

. BP4301

Variables also J

| Questionnaire: Person New (west) 86

L CP5201
Ouestionnaire: Person Old (west) 86 =
Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics Ward Search Basics & Options Help

| Document: Done

DIW Berlin
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

3d. Get Original Questions

oeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

See orlglnal File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

Wording

Click on | SPaun D
Other ] Questionaires

Va ria bles 3%, How high were your earnings from work last month? Do not include any special payments
you may have received last month such as vacation bonuses or back pay, but do include pay for
overtimme. If possible, please give both: your gross earnings, i.e., your pay before taxes and
social contributions are taken out; and your net earnings, i.e., the amount you receive after

1 taxes and contributions for pension plan, unemployment and health inswance.

[APZ301] DI gross total ]
f [AP3302] DM net total =
Unemployment

H 24 [APZ2401] During the past ten years, i.e., from the beginning of 1974 until now, have you
| ever been registered with the Employment Office as unemployed?

no =
4| | B |

Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics Word Search Basics & Options Help

= (== | Dacument; Dione S Gan D E3 7 v

DIW Berlin




3Je. Generate Command Files

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Netzcape

Using

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

1

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

Variables in
Basket

SPSS

Stata 4.0 Do File Delete

SAS
Stata
TDA

Select Sample
Adult/Child
Gender
Region

Data File Path |C:‘-.GSOEP14‘-. Save Path |

WorlongDirectory IC 4 GSOEF 14 WOREY Save Path |

Level: @& Individuals ' Households

Panel Data Designn @ Balanced ' Tnbalanced

Tnit of Analysis: * Only Adult Bespondents © All Sample MMembers _:_
Gender: @ Both © Male © Female i

Driginal Sample: [T West [T East [T Foreigners [ Mew Migrants
Geographic Region: @& Both © West © East

=

Cluestionnaires Direct Search Topics

Word Search

Basics & Options Help

|

| Document: Done = 1= A ey P

DIW Berlin
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

3f. Cut and Paste Syntax

oeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape

Syntax Fil=  Edit “iew Go Communicator Help
Generated

incofme last month

Cut and Paste

Commands
into Syntax f#% ==== now starting to pull data ==== %/ =
i (j /% ———— pull AP ———— #/ 5
FIIe an Run Ii et maxwvar 600; —I
use hhnr hhnrakt persnr
on Locally o
- | uzing CiYWGSOEP14Y ap;
InSta”ed Flles sort hhnr hhnrakt persnr; ]
save C:hWGI0OEP14N WORKE \ap, replace: 7
clear .
i /* -—-—- pull BP ---- #/
H =et maxvar e00;
use hhnr hhnrakt persnr
bp430l
| using CiWGSOEP14\hp!
sort hhnr hhnrakt persnr;
save C:YWGS0OEP148 MORK \bp, replace:
clear
ik 11111 "D & hl
Cluestionnaires Ditect Search Topics Word Search Basics & Options Help

| Dacument; Dione

DIW Berlin
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3g. Save/Load Basket

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

Soeplnfo 3.2 [beta] - Hetzcape
Save Work F Edt “iew Go Communicator Help
for Next ....................... .
Time
Reload and Save Basket
=
Basket From:
Change, then
Resave How To Dot saving / loading
AP3301, AP, 1984, Gross income last month i’ _
BF4301, BF, 1935, Gross income last month Ttermns in
CPE201, CP, 1986, Gross income last month Baslet:
OP4401, OF, 1937, Gross income last month 1
EP4401, EF, 1938, Gross income last month ;l
Load | Select All | Clear |

If Your are Saving the Basket:

Sawe this Frame on wour barddisk by chickine on the Browsers "File' menn and selectine "SAVE

YWord Search

Cluestionnaires Direct Search Basics & Options

DIW Berlin

l@ == | Dacument; Dione
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

4a. Desktop Companion (DTC)

- Metzcape

Main File Edit Wiew Go Communicator Help |

Resource algE [[maE (Db nBman] 0] &
[ [ start I

Written in v Eoré1wﬁ;$?atnifstr1ﬁeG§SsEkTup Cnmnal—

LaTex, ) 1 Contene st sty

automatic [, R}l

[ 1.6 Development of Sample Size
AdObe PDF [+ [ 1.7 Principles of the Data Struct D I ( :
1.8 Overyi fiveighti
BOOkma rkS b D VErIE ol FHEIEHTNG Desktop Companion

[ [ 1.9 GSOEFP Detailed Information

VD 7 EUWE'!." Extensions to the GI.E'TITIH'I'.I.

Socio-FEconomic Panel Study

. > [ 2.1 Basic Information (GSOEP)
CI|Cka ble [ [0 2.2 Generated & Status Variahle
(4 2.3 Cross-MNational Equivalent Fi John P, Haisken-DeNew and
[ 2.4 Ex-PastFilled Tempoarary Diri J“f-%"f*”ﬂ“{& f:f?"..r.'ﬁ { Eds. )
[ 2.5 Individual Drap-Outs: YPERL Veersion i - Maarh 3k

Upadsted ta Wave 15 (0]

[ 2.6 Persons Meeding Care {nva
[ 2.7 Social Assistance Spells: 5C
— [ 3 Calendar and Biography Extensio
[ 3.1 Employment and Income Ca
[ 3.2 Introduction to Biography Dal
[ [ 3.2 Biography Spell Data
[ [ 3.4 Biography Individual Data
— [ 4 Introduction to Data Retrievals _ILI
»

. (Y e
= == | |Ciocument; Done

4| [Ty Seite 1 won 146 Q1 57 % 216 279 mm | 4 3
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4b. Clickable Items in DTC

Varnames
Hotlinked
to Database

Click on
Varname to
Get Statistics

e

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

i 1] 4> [ n]| ¢ BT #a| 2dpE| A

[ [ Start
[ 1 Owerview of the

[*[1 2 Survey Extensio
[*[1 3 Calendarand B
[*[1 4 Introductionto C
[*[1 5 Sampling and 4
[*[] End

Tahle 2.4: Lizst of variables in the cross-sectional file KPGEN

Varinhle
MNarme

Meaning

1 or
Status or
Caenerated

HHNR
HHNRAKT
FERSHR
ERMTYFG4
ERLJOES S
EETHSA
CEFFDER
RUSEEE
TECTH
ISCOUE4
ISCOHER
TEEIMEZ
WELERYS
GOLDTHS
ERRNUHIS
FARTZSS
FARTHES]
KATIONSS
APSELIL
APHELLUT
KPEEILOZ
HPEEILOS
APSELLE
APHELILA
APSELILD
XFEEILO
KFREETD
ABILEELT

HEEWAEL]
ALATEELT
EVWEEZEIT
XUEESTD

original household identifier {easa) from wave |
cureent hovesehald dentifier

wnbgque individual identifien

employment atatus 10604

working in the ariginal job??

s ol crnpelape

pubslic secton

educational requirements of joh

ing to Treiman
ne bo Weganer
coording to Cioldtlorpe

branch ind }

kind of relation=hip Lo partner
wndeue inedividual wdentifier of parctne
nationality

e Teceiven]
| degres received

|1||wr|ﬂ<|;Hu1L:Lr I}
.n“ph-fj
] I'Hi'.'|||3|1- [y

instituticnal vears necessary to receive
eurrent degres of eclucstion

wopvead abiroadd [Sample B)

11
1H]

!]:" J

R xR AR P F R e wla R AR R R R P KR FRd e iR KT FR Y iR R R rE

muwmno

| Document; Dione

A [0 Seitedsvon 146 | O 128% | [ 216x279mm ||
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4c. DTC Quick Info

Y quick info: ERWTYP94 - Netscape

Variable
Info

Frequencies
and Labels

e

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

File Edit Wiew Go Communicator Help

DTC Quick Info

The search result;

varname file english label deutsches label

EE'WTYP24 |EPGEIN | Type of occupation | Erwerbstypus

Value Label Value Ahsolute Felatiwve
Fregquency Frequency

NOT EMPLGREEN1 1 LEE40 41.36%

(NEWT)

EMPL.EXC CHANGE4 4 GG3E 49, 46%

[EWT Ohnhe Wechsel)

EMPLNOINFOIFCHGS g 168 1.25%
[EWT aber ohne Info o)

EMPL.W/ CHANGE & ] 1064 T7.93%
[EWT mwit Wechsel)

Total 13417 100.00

= == | |Ciocument; Done

DIW Berlin




ISRV,
Lot Search for

all DP's,
Articles,

Books using
GSOEP

Input any
Keyword, use
Boolean
Operators

5a. SOEPLIT - Literature

}{% SOEP-Lit - Hetscape =] E3

File Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

k“—”’/LJ/EﬂLLJ

Tpdated: 31, Jan, 2000 -- Total Records: 2007

' -
e

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

'» HELF

'» ABOUT

Output Headline: m Il Hits: -

RESET

Problems 7 Mail me at
Soeplit 15 powered by

freely available from

DIW Berlin



5b. Literature Found

Search
Results
Printed

Click [Full] to
get Entire
Entry

V)~

Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

Y Isearch Results - Netscape

File Edit Wiew Go Communicator Help

CWIDR search-cqi 142 —

Operation Summary

Ouery: wages

Matching Record Count: 13
Total Retrieved: 13
Jnterprated Cuery: wages
Total Database Records: 1098
Chegry Time: 1 seconds

Filename: soepht2000 01 31 ref

Match Number: 1 of 13

Score: 100

Headline Field [TITLE]: Eeservation Wages, Wage Offer Distribution and Accepted "Wages: Bunzel,
H et al (eds): Panel Data and Labour Matlet Dynatmics

Select: [Fudl| [TITLE) [AUTHOR] [DATE] [PAGES| [EEVWORDE] [PUBLIEHER] [CITY]

Filename: soepht2000 01 31 ref

Match Number: 2 of 13

Score: o0

Headline Field [TITLE]: Wages and Unemployment: & Microeconometric Analysis for the FEG;
Eéng, Heinz (ed.): Becent Developments m Wage Determination

Select: [Full] [FITLE] [AUTHOR] [DATE] [EEYWORDE| [PUBLISHER] [CITY]

= == | |Ciocument; Done

DIW Berl
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Das Sozio-oekonomische Panel

5c¢c. Literature Entry

- Metzcape

Sample Fil= Edit “iew Go Communicator Help

[Tl Tl T
Output
CWIDR Fearch-cgi § 42 (File: soeplit2000_ 01 31 ref)
. 5T Reservation Wages, Wage Offer Distribution and Accepted Wages: Bun=el, H. et s
Fu” Entry in $1 Schmidt, Christoph M. and Winkelmann, Rainer
%I North-Holland
REFER (¥C Amsterdsm et al.
(D 1993
P 149-170
Format K N:867
K P:INLL
4| | 1
[ == |Ciocument; Done 2 b p
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