
Measuring Resilience?
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What is Resilience?

“Mercy Corps defines resilience 
as the capacity of communities 
in complex socio-ecological 
systems to learn, cope, adapt 
and transform in the face of 
shocks and stresses. (2016)”

Resilience Component
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Developing Strategy
Example case flood resilience as a part of integrated water resource management

Taking into account the 
risk of flooding, 
including its drivers and 
their derivative 
impacts (not only on 
floods and climate 
change but also other 
development sectors); as 
well as linkages 
between sectors
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Principles in Measuring Resilience

1. Measuring resilience = observing and measuring change, inovation 

and transformation

2. Time bound to prior, during and post shocks dan stresses occur

3. Participatory in nature since building resilience = learning process

4. Resilient ≠ without shocks and stresses

5. Ensure that the actions taken are in accordance with the needs of 

each vulnerable group

6. Must be adapted to local context
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How should we measuring resilience?

Embrace and understand 
the dynamic

Identify the key expected 
change at the outcome level 

Comparison vs Self-
assessment

National 
(Nat. plan and strategy)

Sub-national 
(priority area, sectoral 

strategy - and interlingkages)

Local 
(interlingkage srategies, 
detailed plan and actioni)
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Can we use common metrics?
UNDERSTAND and VALUE the RISK 

properly

characterisizing actions

Rationale:
For every one dollar spent on flood 
risk reduction, an average of five 
dollars is saved through avoided 
and reduced losses (ZFRA)

INVESTMENT not COST
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Understanding the Risk and Needs Properly

Risk Understanding is a 
Goal Setter

Identified Needs as 
Political Bargain

Proper Needs Identification and 
Valuation indicates Commitment

Source: COP Decision on MPG for 
the TF for action and support of the 
Paris Agreement



Thank You


