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https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lausitz#/media/Datei:Location_LUS2.svg
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The Historical Significance of Lignite for Lusatia

Gradual replacement of wood and peat,
from 19" century onwards contribution to
iIndustrialisation of predominantly
agricultural region (stadt cottbus 0. J.)

Important for heat and power supply -
textile and heavy industries developed,
some independence from Soviet oil and
gas imports (Wolle 2020; Hermann, Greiner, Matthes 2017)

GDR: lignite covered ~ 2/3 of the primary
energy demand between 1975 -1990

(Hermann, Greiner, Matthes 2017).

Strong population growth, many people

found work in lignite and heavy industry
(Wolle 2020).
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https://www.ddr-museum.de/es/links/objects/1024069
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Comparing the Size of the Lignite Industry

Lignite production in thousand tonnes
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https://kohlenstatistik.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/foerder.xlsx
https://kohlenstatistik.de/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/B-12-20.pdf

Comparing Lusatia and Rhineland

Lusatia Rhineland Germany
Settlement structure, centrality (RWI 2018)  Rural Urban
Total population (2019) [Statistische Amter 1.147 670 2454 254
des Bundes und der Lander 2021b)
Demographic development (RWI 2018) Down almost 10% since Population figures relatively

2000, ageing population stable, average age

structure

Unemployment rate (2020) (Statistische 6.4 % 71% 59 %
Amter des Bundes und der Lander 2021a,
eigene Berechnungen)
Regional GDP per capita (2018) (Statistische 28.762 € 34.099 € 40339 €
Amter des Bundes und der Lander 2021c,
eigene Berechnungen)
Share of employees in the lignite sector 3,3 % 1.8 %

(incl. indirect and induced employment) in
all employees subject to social security
contributions (2016) (RWI 2018)
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Opportunities and Challenges for Structural Change In

Lusatia
Opportunities Challenges
 Civil society is becoming more « Emigration of young well-educated
organised (e.g. “Blrgerregion”) people
* Funds distributed in the course of the * High level of support for right-wing
German coal phase-out populist parties
« Economic sectors with high potential: * Increasing water scarcity

RE industry, tourism, export expertise

in mining rehabilitation * |In the face of shrinking populations,

municipalities are faced with the
challenge of providing attractive
Infrastructure (education, culture,
childcare, etc.) for their population.
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Future Research Outlook
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« Researching gender-specific
effects of structural change
on women and political
participation conditions for

women

F wie Kraft 2021

i InveStigation Of partiCipatiOn ENTWICKLUNGSSTRATEGIE LAUSITZ
formats in structural change
processes 2 0 5 0

Zukunftswerkstatt Lausitz 2020

29.09.2021 Paula Walk



https://zw-lausitz.de/fileadmin/user_upload/entwicklungsstrategie-lausitz-2050.pdf
https://buergerregion-lausitz.de/wp/2020/10/27/gruendung-der-buergerregion-lausitz-am-19-september-2020-in-hoyerswerda-erfolgt/
https://www.fwiekraft.de/
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