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Affluence Dynamics: How Accessible Are Top Income Positions in Germany?

This paper investigates how accessible top income positions are in Germany and, taking advantage of
the longitudinal features of the SOEP, whether the probability of accessing top income positions has
changed during the past decades. | assess how access to top income positions has been affected by
individuals’ gender, their marital status, and the number of years of education. Previous studies
investigate dynamics at the bottom of the income distribution and comparatively little research has
been done about mobility patterns focused on the top.

| use the German Socio-Economic Panel (GSOEP) for the period from 1984 to 2020 and use life
table analysis to calculate cohort-specific cumulative probabilities of access to the top 20 %, top
10 %, and top 5 % of the income distribution, respectively. | then estimate Cox Proportional
Hazard (PH) regression models to analyze the effect of gender, marital status, and years of
education on these access probabilities. The analyses reveal that it has become more difficult for
younger cohorts to access top income positions. Furthermore, being a woman and being married
reduces the probability of accessing a top income position while education enhances it.
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