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Nearly four years ago a protocol was agreed at the Third Conference of the

Parties in Kyoto under which the industrialised countries undertook to reduce

their greenhouse gas emissions by about 5.2% from the 1990 level by 2008/

2012.  However, so far almost none of them is in line to do that.  Emissions of

CO2, for example, are believed to have risen worldwide by nearly 8% in the

1990s.  CO2 emissions in the OECD countries (Annex II countries), for which
_ with a few exceptions _ noticeable reductions of between 6% and 8% were

envisaged, were estimated at 12% higher altogether last year than in 1990.

Evidently, in view of this development, many countries doubted their ability to

fulfil their obligations under the Kyoto Protocol.  The new American adminis-

tration under Bush stated definitely that they were not prepared to ratify it,

and other countries were only prepared to do so with considerable concessions

over offsetting measures.

The recent climate conference in Bonn must also be judged against this back-

ground; it too ended with a difficult compromise, a compromise that involved

considerable reductions in the earlier climate protection objectives.  Thus, the

reduction agreed in Kyoto, which many scientists believed then was too small,

has been reduced even further, to less than 2%.

Nevertheless, there is some reason to see the conference as a success, especially

as, if it had failed, much less could presumably have been achieved later.

There is now a real prospect that the Kyoto Protocol can soon come into force,

and it will be easier in future to pursue more effective reduction targets.  Sec-

ondly, despite the action of the United States in abandoning the Kyoto process

the community of the remaining states has succeeded in reaching agreement,

and thirdly, the European Union has made clear that it is willing to take the

lead on matters of climate protection.

However, the European Union still has to show that it can play that part, not

only in conference rooms but in actually reducing its greenhouse gas emissions

as well.  For in all the EU countries with the exception of Luxembourg, United

Kingdom and Germany, emissions continued to rise, more or less strongly,

through the 1990s.  Europeans rightly criticise the hostile attitude to climate

protection shown by the Bush administration, but they should not forget that

Europe still has its own homework to finish.  Only the next few months will

show whether they will succeed in actually implementing the European Climate

Change Programme (ECCP).


