
Editor ial

Dr Hans-Joachim Ziesing,
Head of the Department of 
Energy, Transportation,
Environment, asks:

"Has there been any progress in 
global climate protection since 
Rio 1992?"
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The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD), which took place

in Johannesburg from 26 August to 4 September, was concerned with

reviewing what exactly has been achieved since the United Nations Confer-

ence on Environment and Development was held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

One of the main items on the agenda was an assessment of the progress

made by the international community of states with respect to improved glo-

bal climate protection.

The immediate verdict is sobering. While the 1990s saw a slight fall in the

total greenhouse gas emissions of the countries that committed themselves to

reductions in Rio, this decrease was exclusively a consequence of the pro-

found changes in the transition countries of Central and Eastern Europe. In

the developing countries, by contrast, but also in almost all of the western

industrialised countries, emissions increased again substantially. The only

noteworthy exceptions in this respect were Germany and Great Britain, and

it was only thanks to the reductions achieved in these two countries that the

European Union was able to show an overall decline in greenhouse gas emis-

sions. In the course of the international negotiations, the EU did much to

ensure that the Kyoto Protocol would be ratified within the foreseeable

future. Hence, it is all the more disappointing that most of the member states

cannot yet boast sustained progress in the area of climate protection. There

is now serious reason to doubt that the industrialised countries will be able to

honour their commitments on emission reductions within their own territo-

ries by 2008_2012.

While Germany has good prospects of meeting its reduction targets if it

adheres consistently to its current climate protection policy, the self-imposed _

and more ambitious _ goal of reducing CO2 emissions by a quarter on their

1990 level by 2005 is no longer realistic. The obstacle to a more effective cli-

mate protection policy at both national and international level is not so much

a lack of proposals as a frequent lack of the political will to implement them.

Thus, the future Conferences of the Parties to the Framework Convention on

Climate Change must seek to reach agreement on emission limits that both

are much stricter than those stipulated for the first compliance period and at

the same time extend beyond 2008_2012, and also seek to involve the devel-

oping countries to a greater extent in the reduction commitments. However,

the efforts to persuade the USA to rejoin the Kyoto process must also be con-

tinued.


