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DIW Berlin, IZA Bonn, OECD Berlin Centre, The Anglo-German Foundation 
Berlin/London, CEPR London  
are pleased to invite you to the next Berlin Lunchtime Meeting  
 
Jeffrey Owens 
Director of the OECD Centre for Tax Policy and Administration 
 
Beyond the Crisis - Building a Sustainable International Tax Environment  
 
Comment:  
Chrik Poortman,  Director of Global Programmes at Transparency International 
 
Wednesday, 25 March 2009, 12 to 2 pm  
 
DIW Berlin, Mohrenstr. 58, 10117 Berlin  
Schumpeter Hall, First Floor  
 
 
The recent Lichtenstein scandal and insufficient transparency in offshore financial centres have highlighted 
the problem of tax evasion and tax fraud.  The issue figures prominently on the G8 and G20 agenda and 
there is growing consensus that the implementation and enforcement of existing standards is insufficient. 
 
For many years the OECD has served as a forum to establish a common ground for the prevention and 
prosecution of cross-border tax evasion and tax fraud.  It develop a common standard for the exchange of 
information on tax matters and it is monitoring the implementation of this standard at a global scale. 
 
Jeffrey Owens will present the OECD’s work on improving transparency and exchange of information and 
will set out elements of an international framework on how the problem can best be tackled. He will 
position these efforts in the broader context of OECD initiatives to promote a stronger, cleaner and fairer 
global economy. Chrik Poortman will comment from the perspective of an international NGO. 
 
Jeffrey Owens is Director of the OECD’s Centre for Tax Policy and Administration and an internationally 
respected expert in public finance. He has made numerous contributions to professional journals, has 
published a number of books on public finance, has taught at Cambridge, the American University of Paris 
and was a visiting fellow at Bocconi University in Italy and Queen Mary’s College in London. He holds a 
PhD from Cambridge University. 
 
Chrik Poortman is Director of Global Programmes at Transparency International (TI).  He has 35 years of 
professional and managerial experience including a wide range of positions within the World Bank.  He 
began his career in 1972 as an economist at the Ministry of Finance and Planning in Swaziland, under the 
auspices of the United Nations Development Programme.  Chrik Poortman holds a Master degree in 
Development and Macroeconomics, and a Bachelor's Degree in Macroeconomic Theory and Business 
Economics from the University of Groningen, Netherlands. 
 
Registration is required. Please send an email to: 
events@diw.de. We look forward to your participation. 


